Technical Section of the American Association of Museums. In 1938 he visited the 
museums of Australia and New Zealand under the auspices of the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York, and in 1940, under the same auspices, conducted a class in 
museum technique at the Academy for preparators from Australia, New Zealand 
and Tasmania. Thousands of persons admired the immense diorama of California 
scenery and wildlife which he created for the Department of Natural Resources of 
the State of California at the Golden Gate International Exposition of 1939-1940. 
Much of his latest work was closely related to the war effort, and at the time of his 
death he was engaged in research on the manufacture of plastic cars, noses, and the 
like, for disfigured war veterans. 

Frank Tose, notwithstanding the fame that came to him, remained as simple and 
unassuming as he was unfailingly courteous and kind. He was proud of his early 
experience as a carpenter, and often referred to it. Once when complimented on the 
abundance of his achievements, he held his hands out, palms upward, and remarked, 
“Tam just a man who works with his hands.” 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
NoTICE IS HEREBY given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its meeting 


of November 13, 1944, approved the application of Dr. Ralph A. Smith for Member- 
ship and of Mr. Sterling Bunnell, Jr. for Student Membership in the California 
Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be received 
at the office of the Academy within two weeks after November 30, they will be 
considered elected. 
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December Announcement 


Tue Recutar DecemBer Meetine of the California Academy of Sciences 
will be held in Room 214, Simson African Hall on Wednesday afternoon, 
December 6, 1944, at 3:00 o'clock. 

The program of the meeting will be devoted to a commemoration of the 
life and work of Frank Tose, late Chief of the Department of Exhibits of the 
California Academy of Sciences, and to the history of the Department with 
which he was associated. Brief addresses will be given by Dr. Frank M. Mac- 
Farland, President of the California Academy of Sciences, Dr. Robert C. 
Miller, Director of the California Academy of Sciences, and other colleagues 


and associates. 


STUDENT MEETING ON DECEMBER g 
SrupeNt Mempers of the Academy will meet at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
December g, in Room 214 Simson African Hall. Mr. William B. Pitts, Honor- 
ary Curator of Gem Minerals, will give an illustrated talk on “The Collection 
and Preparation of Mineral Specimens.” 


Everyone interested is invited to attend. 
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FRANK TOSE 


FRANK TOSE - 1884-1944 


Frank Tost, Chief of the Department of Exhibits of the California Academy of 
Sciences, and a member of the Academy’s staff for twenty-two years, died in ‘San 
Francisco on November 14, 1944. His death removes from the museum world one of 
its most distinguished and well-loved personages. 

The biography of Frank Tose is a story of dramatic achievement through native 
ability guided by an inflexible determination and implemented by sheer herd work. 
Born in Whitby, England, on January 7, 1884, he grew up under conditions of 
poverty and adversity. He received little formal aduentiont and when only fourteen 
years old became a carpenter's apprentice. 

At the age of twenty his adventurous spirit led him to America, where he earned 
his living by following the trade he had learned in England. His first winter was 
spent in TBeetern Canada, but the following | year he moved westward to British 
Columbia, spending the next several years in Vancouver and Victoria. Interested 
in natural history and clever with his hands, he took up taxidermy, first as a hobby 
and then as a profession, and for some years he made his living as a commercial 

taxidermist. 

In 1907 he made his first scientific expedition, accompanying Baron yon Gutman 
on a cruise to the North Pacific. On this trip he had an opportunity to become 
acquainted with the big game of the Alaskan and Siberian coasts. 

In 1910 he moved to Winnipeg, Manitoba, where he became associated with the 
Agricultural College. Here he developed his talent for modeling in wax, and pre- 
pared exhibits of fruits and other agricultural products to show the effects of various 
plant diseases. 

During World War I Mr. Tose served overseas with the Canadian Expeditionary 
Army. At the close of the war he returned to British Columbia, where he settled 
in the town of Creston. 

In the spring of 1922 Frank Tose came to California and joined the staff of the 
California Academy of Sciences. His first position was in the Department of Birds 
and Mammals, under Joseph Mailliard, an association of which both men subse- 
quently always spoke with pride and pleasure. In 1927 he was appointed Chief of the 
Department of Exhibits, which position he held until his death. 

Mr. Tose participated in numerous expeditions of the Academy—to Guadalupe 
Island in 1922, to the Revillagigedo Islands in 1925, to the Galapagos Islands in 1927, 
to British Columbia in 1928, and to Africa with Leslie Simson in 1930. From this last 
expedition he returned with the materials, photographs and sketches which enabled 
him to create one of the finest museum halls in the world of habitat groups of 
African mammals. He was gifted in every line of the museum preparator’s art, and 
was one of the few men who could, alone and unaided, create a complete and 
satisfying habitat group— mounting the animals, building the rock-work, repro- 
ducing the vegetation, painting a convincing background, and achieving a balanced 
lighting effect. 

Tee received wide professional recognition. He was the first Chairman of the 
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